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SUBJECT: EXCHANGE OF LITERARY SCHOLARS WITH GORKY INSTITUTE 
REF: A. STATE 187396; B. MOSCOW 7869; 

1. NOTED AMERICAN LITERARY SCHOLAR HENRY NASH SMITH PRE- 
PARED TO PARTICIPATE IN LECTURES/SEMINARS/DISCUSSIONS AT 
GORKY INSTITUTE FOR 2-3 WEEK PERIOD THIS FALL AS AMSPEC. 

SMITH MOST HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY ALL AMERICAN LITERATURE 
SCHOLARS CONTACTED BY CU/EE. 

2. WE BELIEVE SMITH VISIT IMPORTANT TO LAY GROUNDWORK FOR 
MORE EXTENSIVE EXCHANGES WITH GORKY INSTITUTE PROPOSED 7.EF- 
TEL B, SINCE SMITH WOULD ASSESS INSTITUTE INTERESTS AND 
IDENTIFY SOVIET SCHOLARS OF INTEREST TO US INSTITUTIONS. 
SUBSEQUENT EXCHANGES COULD BE CONDUCTED UNDER FULBRIGHT LEC- 
TURER PROGRAM IF ACADEMY BECOMES FULL PARTICIPANT IN PROGRAM 
AS PROPOSED. PENDING SUCH ACADEMY PARTICIPATION. DEPT PRE- 
PARED TO INVITE ONE GORKY SCHOLAR TO US UNDER IV PROGRAM. 
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BORN SEPT 29, 1906; EDUCATION: SOUTHERN METHODIST, BA, 1926; 
HARVARD, MA, PHD, 1940; CAREER: SOUTHERN METHODIST, INSTRUC- 
TOR - ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH, 1927-41; UNIV. OF TEX- 
AS, AUSTIN, PROF. OF ENGLISH AND AMERICAN HISTORY, 1941-46; 

UNIV. OF MINNESOTA. PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH, 1947-53; UCAL, 
BERKELEY, PROF. OF ENGLISH, 1953-74; SMITHSONIAN FELLOW, 

1974-75; NOW RETIRED; WRITINGS: VIRGIN LAND: THE AMERICAN 
WEST AS SYMBOL AND MYTH; MARK TWAIN OF THE ENTERPRISE; 

MARK TWAIN - HOWELLS LETTERS; MARK TWAIN:THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF A WRITER; MARK TWAIN:A COLLECTION OF CRITICAL ESSAYS; 

MARK TWAIN'S FABLE OF PROGRESS; LITERARY EDITOR, MARK 
TWAIN'S ESTATE. 

4. SMITH IS ONE OF FOREMOST SPECIALISTS ON 19TH CENTURY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE, BUT RANGE OF HIS KNOWLEDGE EXTENDS 
TO ALL PERIODS, INCLUDING CONTEMPORARY. DEPT BELIEVES 
FIRST EXCHANGE SCHOLAR SHOULD BE MAN OF SMITH'S 

DEPTH AND BREADTH, WHO CAN ASSESS POSSIBILITIES FOR FUTURE 
EXCHANGES WHILE MAKING SUBSTANTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO ONGOING 
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES OF GORKY INSTITUTE. SMITH IS ACCUS- 
TOMED TO PARTICIPATING IN INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARLY EXCHANGES 
OF TYPE PROPOSED AND IS REPORTEDLY IN "VIGOROUS" GOOD 
HEALTH. 

5. REQUEST EMBASSY INFORM GORKY INSTITUTE OF SMITH’S 
AVAILABILITY AND ADVISE DEPT ON MOST SUITABLE DATES FOR 
SMITH'S VISIT. PLS ADVISE RE ANY PARTICULAR INTERESTS OF 
INSTITUTE AND ANY SPECIAL PREPARATIONS EXPECTED OF SMITH. 
KISSINGER 
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